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the shape of an arch. Most of the islands
are small, and all have rugged or mountain-
ous surfaces. Hot springs are common, hut
some of the larger islands contain cool
springs and rapid streams. Those contain-
ing soil are covered with growths of shrub-
bery, grass, moss and lichens, but there are
no large trees. Until recently it was sup-
posed that these islands were unsuited to
any form of agriculture, but the largest
have been found well adapted to the raising
of live stock, and since 1900 several ranches
owned by Americans have been established.
Aleuts, the native inhabitants of the
Aleutian archipelago. They are a branch
of the Eskimo family, and occupy not only
the islands named for them, but also scat-
tered sections in Alaska. About 2,000 Aleuts
have survived enslavement (on the part of
the Russians) and pestilence. They subsist
through fishing and fox trapping, and are
considered more intelligent, though less am-
bitious, than the Eskimos.
ALE'WIFE, a food fish found abundantly
along the eastern coast of North America.
It is not a large fish, weighing at most not
over two pounds, but it makes up in num-
bers what it lacks in size. During the month
of April vast numbers arrive in Chesapeake
Bay and neighboring waters to spawn, and
1 m 60,000 to 100,000 eggs are laid by each
female. The alewife somewhat resembles
the shad in color and shape, and is related
to that fish and to the herring.
ALEXANDER, the name of eight Popes,
the earliest of whom, Alexander I, is said to
have reigned from 109 to 119.
The most famous is alexandee YI (Rod-
rigo Borgia, 1431-1503), born in Valencia,
in Spain. He was in his early youth a hand-
some and gallant courtier, practiced alike
in all the vices and graces of his time, but
he soon developed remarkable executive abil-
ity and at the age of twenty-five was ap-
pointed a cardinal by his uncle, Pope Calix-
tus III. At the death of Innocent VIII he
became Pope. He set himself the task of
reducing the power of the Italian princes
and increasing the Papal revenues. En-
dowed with sagacity and fearlessness, he
accomplished all he undertook. Among the
events of his reign are the introduction of the
Index Expurgatorius (index of prohibited
books), the partition of the New World be-
tween Portugal and Spain, and the death of
Savonarola.
Alexander VIII, the last Pope of the
name, ruled from 1689 to 1691. He was a
Venetian and assisted the Venetians in a war
against the Turks.
ALEXANDER, the name of three Scot-
tish kings.
Alexander I (about 1078-1124), a son of
Malcolm Canmore and Margaret of England,
was a great benefactor of the church and a
firm vindicator of the national independence.
Alexander II (1198-1249), succeeded his
father, William the Lion, in 1214. He gave
aid to the English barons in their struggle
with King John for the securing of the Mag-
na Charta.
Alexander HI (1241-1285), succeeded his
father, Alexander II, in 1249. He brought
the Hebrides and the Isle of Man under his
sway by the defeat of the Norse king
Haakon, in 1263. Alexander was strenuous
in asserting the independence both of the
Scottish kingdom and the Scottish church
against England. Under him Scotland en-
joyed greater prosperity than for genera-
tions afterward.
ALEXANDER I (1777-1825), emperor of
Russia, son of Paul I. On the assassination
of his father in 1801, Alexander ascended the
throne and concluded peace with Great Bri-
tain, against which his predecessor had de-
clared war. The Russian emperor identified
himself with the Napoleonic schemes and ob-
tained possession of Finland and territory
on the Danube. The French alliance was
too oppressive, and Alexander's withdrawal
from it led to the French invasion of 1812.
In 1813 he published a manifesto which
served as the basis of the coalition of the
European powers against France. After
Waterloo, Alexander, accompanied by the
emperor of Austria and the king of Prussia,
made an entrance into Paris, where they con-
cluded the treaty forming what is known as
the Holy Alliance (see holt alliance) . In
the early part of his reign Alexander showed
liberal tendencies and instituted various re-
forms; but after the formation of the Holy
Alliance he was largely influenced in Ms
policy by the reactionary doctrines of Met-
teraich.
ALEXANDER n (1818-1881), emperor
of Eussia, who succeeded Ms father, Nicholas
I, in 1855, before the end of the Crimean
War. After peace was concluded the new
emperor set about effecting the emancipa-
tion of the serfs in 1861, a measure which

